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In 2012, the 5th annual TechFuse Conference is moving to a two-day format to include the TechFuse: Cloud Intelligence Conference and will be hosted at the Minneapolis Convention Center May 16-17, 2012.
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Day 1
TechFuse: Cloud Intelligence Conference

Invest just one day in the TechFuse: Cloud Intelligence Conference and learn everything you need to know to start putting powerful network computing information management strategies to work in your business. This conference will help you clearly understand why so many of your competitors and colleagues have already begun their migration. 

You’ll come away with best practices, strategic concepts and practical techniques that can be applied immediately.

Why You Will Want to Attend the Cloud Intelligence Conference:

You’ll come away with best practices, strategic concepts and practical techniques that can be applied immediately
You won’t find another event with so much information and clarity about the cloud in one day

Sessions at Cloud Intelligence: 

Cloud Roadmaps & Overviews
· Sample topics: Office 365 – SharePoint, Platform as a Service, Private Cloud, Cloud Chalk Talk for Executives
Preparing for the Cloud
· Sample topics: Cloud Architecture, Security, Leadership, Ground to Cloud
Software as a Service
· Sample topics: Lync Online, SharePoint Online, Exchange Online
Private Cloud / Virtualization
· Sample topics: Hyper-V, App-V, System Center 2012
Platform as a Service
· Sample topics: Azure, SQL Azure, App-Fabric, Developer Experience in the Cloud


Locations:
The Cloud portion of TechFuse is one of 14 being delivered in 2012 by Microsoft Gold Training Partners, other Cloud Intelligence Conference locations include:
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Anaheim, CA
Mountain View, CA
Seattle, WA
Portland, OR
San Diego, CA
Denver, CO
Phoenix, AZ
Houston, TX
St Louis, MO
Chicago, IL
Dallas, TX	
Kansas City, MO
Minneapolis, MN
New York City, NY
Philadelphia, PA
Cincinnati, OH
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Day 2 
TechFuse Conference

The 5th annual TechFuse Conference will provide up-to-date information, education and resources on the latest developments in IT and Developer trends, technologies, application implementation issues, products and services.

As a premier educational event for Minnesota businesses Benchmark Learning’s goal for TechFuse is to draw in 350-450 participants from the surrounding area, which we’ve consistently done for the previous four years. 

The two-day event includes:
Keynote Address (Peter High, author of World Class IT: Why Businesses Succeed When IT Triumphs)
Conference Sessions (48 total)
Exhibit Hall
And more…

With its variety of content and sessions, the event is for anyone involved with or interested in information technology. Education content could include, but is not limited to: 

System Center
· Sample topics: SCOM, SCCM, SCDPM, PowerShell v2, 2012
Infrastructure
· Sample topics: Windows Server 08 R2, Cisco, Exchange 2010, Windows 7
Virtualization
· Sample topics: Hyper-V R2, SCVMM R2, Citrix
Developer
· Sample topics: jQuery, Expression, .NET (C#, VB, ASP, etc.), HTML5
SharePoint
· Sample topics: Workflow, Data, No-Code
Professional Development
· Sample topics: ITIL, PM, IT Leadership, Communication
SQL / Business Intelligence
· Sample topics: BI with PowerPivot, Plan Cache, Monitoring/ Tuning, SQL Server 2012

This conference gives attendees a great educational experience and gives them time to network with local organizations. As a sponsor, you will have an opportunity to tell them about your services, offerings, proprietary solutions and other information you would like to highlight. Sponsorship levels are available on a first-come, first-served basis. The sponsorship packages were built with the sponsors in mind (packages described on page 6).

Please contact Peter O’Keefe with any questions at pokeefe@benchmarklearning.com or 952.896.6800.



WORD OF MOUTH

What our sponsors and attendees are saying about our events:

TechFuse

"Great content overall! I learned lots of different things." 

“It was run really well, had some really nice presenters and learned new info." 

“The speakers were very intelligent and insightful, the sponsors were helpful and I met a variety of people that will be great additions to my personal network.”

“Thumbs up! Vendors were very helpful and an expert answered one of my questions… great value!"

"Variety of topics and good presenters to learn from."

“This is my fourth year and I am making sure all my co-workers find time to attend.”

“I won a laptop! I really enjoyed the event before I won the prize and it got even better.”


Cloud Intelligence Conferences

“I liked that this event allowed my team to share something work related together while in a fun atmosphere. That was very nice as well.”

“The event covered many different topics; there was something for everyone.”

“Overall, well done. Vendors were placed well and there was enough room to get the feeling it was busy but not packed.  Lots of great networking opportunities.”

“I was able to choose enough sessions to get good value out of the conference.  I also enjoyed hearing about Microsoft's direction in the Keynote.”

“The organization of the event was great.  Everything was well organized.”




TECHFUSE PAST ATTENDEE SNAPSHOT:


3M
Accenture 
Agribank
AgStar Financial Services, ACA
Allina
Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Amherst H. Wilder Foundation
Anagram International
Animal Humane Society
Arizant Healthcare
Assurant
Bank Midwest
Becker County
Best Buy Co, Inc.
Binary Tree, Inc.
Boston Scientific Corporation
Bremer Financial Services
BTD Manufacturing
Capella University
Cargill, Incorporated
Carlson Companies, Inc.
Carlson Wagonlit Travel
Carver County
Cass County
Catholic Charities
CH Robinson Worldwide
Children's Hospitals & Clinics
Citrix Systems
City of Blaine
City of Bloomington
City of Minneapolis Parks Board
Comcast
Connexus Energy
Cook County
Courage Center
Dakota County
Datacard Group
Delphax Technology Corporation
Deluxe Corporation
Despatch Industries
District Energy St. Paul Inc.
Donaldson Company, Inc.
Ecolab
Fabcon, Inc
General Mills Incorporated
Grace Church
Hanratty & Associates Inc
HB Fuller Company
HealthEast Care System
Healthland
HealthPartners
Human Services & Public Health Dept.
Hennepin County Medical Center
Hutchinson Technology 
Intercomp Company Inc.
Itasca Community College
J&B Wholesale Group
Japs Olson
Jewish Family and Children’s Service
Jostens, Inc.
Koch Companies
Kroll Ontrack
LarsonAllen LLP
Lawson Software
Luther Midelfort Hospital
MA Mortenson Company
Maurices, Inc.
Medtox Laboratories
Medtronic, Inc.
Merrill Corporation
Metropolitan Airports Commission
Michael Foods Inc.
Midwest Rubber Service & Supply 
Mille Lacs Band Govt. 
Minnetronix
MN Medical Research Foundation
MN Army National Guard
MN Dept. of Transportation
MN Office of Enterprise Technologies
MN Public Utilities Commission
MN Twins Inc.
MNSCU
MoneyGram International
National Marrow Donor 
ND Dept. Corrections & Rehabilitation
NorthMarq Capital
Olmsted Medical Center
Olsen Thielen & Company
Park Nicollet Health Services
Pearson
Piper Jaffray & Co.
Polaris Industries Inc.
Postal Credit Union
Red Lake Tribal Council
Red Wing Shoe 
Ridgewater College
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi
RSM McGladrey, Inc.
Ryerson
Sajan, Inc.
Scott County
Seagate Technology
South Country Health Alliance
St. Cloud Hospital
St. Cloud St University
Sterilmed Inc.
Stratford Fidelity
Stratis Health
Target
Taylor Corporation
TEKSystems
Tennant Company
The Dolan Company
Thomson Reuters
Tiller Corporation
Toro Company
Umbrella Systems
Unisys
UnitedHealth Group 
U of Wisconsin-Madison
University of Minnesota
University of St. Thomas
Univita Health
US Bank
US Bankruptcy Court
US Dept. of Veteran Affairs
Walker Methodist
Wells Fargo
Wolters Kluwer Financial Services
Wright County 
Xcel Energy
Zurich North America


SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

The following sponsorship packages offer a variety of affordable options. Sponsoring this conference is an easy way to get your company’s services exposed to your target audience, gain new customers and show your value to the local IT community. Discount packages are available for those looking to sponsor both days (page 10).
		
Platinum Sponsorship (4 available)*
One 8’ table, two chairs and wireless Internet connectivity with first choice of placement
Contact information for all TechFuse attendees post-conference
One-sided (8.5x11) page of ad space in the conference program
Three individual customer conference passes and two staff conference passes (lunch included)
Opportunity to include one attendee bag stuffer
One landscape slide in the sponsor slideshow before and after the Keynote presentation
Inclusion in conference-specific advertising
Your company’s logo and one paragraph description with contact information on the conference website linked to your website
Your logo will be included on select signage at the conference

Gold Sponsorship*
One 8’ table, two chairs and wireless Internet connectivity
Opportunity to include one attendee bag stuffer
One individual customer conference pass and two staff conference passes (lunch included)
One landscape slide in the sponsor slideshow before and after the Keynote presentation 
Your company’s logo and one paragraph description with contact information on the conference website linked to your website
Your company will be mentioned during the prize drawing at the conclusion of the event

Silver Sponsorship*
One 8’ table, two chairs and wireless Internet connectivity 
Two staff conference passes (lunch included)
Your company’s logo on the conference website linked to your website
Your company will be mentioned during the prize drawing at the conclusion of the event


*Benefits will be applied to one or two days depending on sponsorship commitment










CORPORATE BRANDING OPPORTUNITIES

Conference Lanyards* (one per event)…………………..……………………………..$1,000 per event
Conference Breakfast (one per event)……………………..………………….………....$500 per event
Conference Lunch (one per event).……………..……………………………………...$1,000 per event
Conference Breaks (one per event)..…..………….……………………………….…….$500 per event
Personalized follow up email to all attendees sent on your behalf (only 3 available)..……….$2,000

Sponsorship is not limited should your company be interested in a sponsorship package not listed in this brochure. Please feel free to contact us to discuss your interests. 

*Lanyard sponsors must provide the lanyards to be handed-out at the conference.

Requirements
Provide a prize and collect names at your exhibitor booth to draw a winner of your prize during the closing remarks of the conference.
Post a link on your company website to www.techfusemn.com with a statement that you are a sponsor. 
Include a conference announcement in at least one mass customer email communication.

Logo and Ad Specifications
Logos: 
All logos should be at least 400x400 pixels and 200 dpi in any of the following formats:  
.jpg, .eps, .gif or .png (transparent is preferred)

Ads:
· Platinum Sponsors’ conference notebook ads should be 8.5x11 (one-sided) in any of the following formats: .eps, .pdf. The ad can be full color. Deadline: April 20
· Platinum and Gold Sponsors’ attendee bag stuffer (450) Deadline: May 4

*Attachments must be less than 10MB for our email server to accept them. If your file is larger than that, please send a disc with your file to the address below:
Contact Info
Attn: TechFuse Marketing
4510 West 77th St
Edina, MN 55435
TechFuse@benchmarklearning.com
952.896.6800 (Corey Olson)

SPONSOR SCHEDULE
January
January 9 – Sponsorship applications open for submissions
January 18 – Benchmark Learning sends email communication to existing customer list
April
April 13 – Deadline for sponsorship application submissions
April 13 – Deadline for company description and logo
April 20 – Deadline for platinum sponsors’ conference program advertisement to be submitted
April 20 – All sponsors to complete their email communication to their customers
May
May 4 – Attendee bag stuffer (450) to be delivered to TechFuse Marketing (contact information on page 7)
May 4 – Deadline for conference attendee and staff pass information


	Conference Schedule

	Wednesday, May 16 & Thursday, May 17, 2012

	Daily Tracks
	Cloud Roadmaps
	Preparing for the Cloud
	SaaS
	Private Cloud / Virtualization
	PaaS
	

	Virtualization
	System Center
	Professional Development
	SharePoint
	SQL / BI
	Infrastructure
	Developer

	7:15 – 8:00
	Check In, Breakfast and Vendor Show

	8:15 – 9:45
	Session 1
	
	
	
	
	

	9:45 – 10:00
	Break and Vendor Show 

	10:00 – 11:15
	Session 2
	
	
	
	
	

	11:30 – 1:30
	Keynote Presentation & Lunch, Vendor Show  

	1:45 – 3:00
	Session 3
	
	
	
	
	

	3:00 – 3:15
	Break and Vendor Show 

	3:15 – 4:30
	Session 4
	
	
	
	
	

	4:30 – 5:00
	Prize Drawing





SPONSOR AND EXHIBITOR RULES AND REGULATIONS
The goal of this event is to provide a professional exhibitor and educational environment for attendees, sponsors, speakers and exhibitors. We ask that your organization and its representatives abide by the information provided in this Event Sponsorship Agreement. Please share this information with your team to ensure a safe and enjoyable atmosphere at the event.

Sponsors and exhibitors will confine all demonstrations, activities and staff within their booth space unless approved in advance.
No signs, literature, equipment, furniture or promotional items may be placed, distributed or posted outside of the sponsor’s or exhibitor’s booth space unless approved in advance.
Event organizers reserve the right to cease any activity by any person, sponsor or exhibitor.
Sponsors and exhibitors are responsible for providing any equipment (computers, laptops, devices, printers, servers, etc.) that are needed for their exhibit or classroom space at their own expense.
Shipment of any and all equipment to and from the event is the responsibility of the sponsor and exhibitor.
If large equipment is required on site please coordinate the placement on the floor plan with the event organizers to ensure power is available.

Liability, Insurance, Safety, Security and Supplies

Event management assumes no liability for loss or damage to sponsor’s or exhibitor’s property.
Event management cannot assume any responsibility for loss, damage or theft of any sponsor’s or exhibitor’s property.
Sponsors and exhibitors are required to carry proper insurance coverage.
Event management, the event venue, and all other parties at the event cannot be responsible for any injuries or falls caused by improper use of furniture.
Do not leave any valuables or personal items unsecured.

Parking
Regular parking fee at the venue is the responsibility of the attendee or sponsor.
Any fees associated with the valet service will not be covered by the event.
Parking in loading docks and unauthorized areas is strictly prohibited.



















SPONSORSHIP APPLICATION

Choose your event(s):	☐ Cloud Intelligence Conference	☐ TechFuse	☐ Both

			
Level of Sponsorship: 	Cloud Conference	TechFuse	Both Events
Platinum	☐ $5,000	☐ $7,500	☐ $8,750
Gold	☐ $3,000	☐ $3,500	☐ $4,750
Silver	☐ $1,750	☐ $2,500	☐ $2,750

Corporate Branding Opportunities:

☐ Morning/Afternoon Break……..$500 per day	☐ Conference Breakfast……………...$500 per day
☐ Conference Lanyards..………..$1,000 per day           ☐ Conference Lunch………………..$1,000 per day
☐ Personalized Email….……...….$2,000 per email   
	
Total Sponsorship amount: _______________                        

Company Information:

	Company Name:	 _______________
	Address:	 _______________	
	Authorized Contact:	 _______________
	Title:	 _______________	
	Phone:	 _______________	
	Email:	 _______________	


I represent that I have full power and authority to enter into this event sponsorship and authorize Benchmark Learning to include our organization’s name, logo and representation where it is applicable according to our sponsorship level as described by this agreement.


Authorized Signature: _____________________________________	Date:   _______________

Terms and Conditions 
The performance of this agreement by either party is subject to acts of God, war, government regulation, disaster, strikes, civil disorders, curtailment of transportation facilities, or other emergencies making it inadvisable, illegal or impossible to provide facilities or to hold the event.

In the event a sponsor notifies Benchmark Learning of its intent to repudiate this Agreement after acceptance prior to May 16-17, 2012, Benchmark Learning shall be entitled to retain fifty percent (50%) of the full application fee as liquidated damages and not as a penalty. If Exhibitor provides such notice on or after May 16-17, 2012, Benchmark Learning shall be entitled to retain one hundred percent (100%) of the application fee as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.

METHOD OF PAYMENT (choose one):

1. Credit Card
	Type:	☐ MasterCard	☐ Visa	☐ American Express
	
	Name:	 _______________
	Card Number:	 _______________
	Expiration Date:	 _______________
	Amount:	 _______________

	Signature:	 _______________
	Date Signed:	 _______________
	
The signature above authorizes the amount specified on this agreement to be charged to the credit card indicated above. Charges will be assessed upon receipt of client’s signature on this agreement.


2. Check Enclosed
	Check Number:	 _______________
	Amount:	 _______________


3. Invoice Requested
	Contact Person:	 _______________
	  Mailing Address:	 _______________


(Please return this to techfuse@benchmarklearning.com or fax to 952-896-9728)
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For more information, call or visit us online.
www.benchmarklearning.com | 952.896.6800




