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Presented By
Benchmark Learning 



In 2012, the 5th annual TechFuse Conference is moving to a two-day format to include the TechFuse: Cloud Intelligence Conference and will be hosted at the Minneapolis Convention Center May 16-17, 2012.





Day 1 
TechFuse: Cloud Intelligence Conference 
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Benchmark Learning is excited to bring you a new opportunity to educate, inform and build connections in our local IT community surrounding Microsoft Cloud Technologies. All applications will be considered and our committee will make final decisions in February. Submissions receiving priority cover information that is timely, relevant and actionable including the latest trends, concepts and solutions and the knowledge necessary to become a catalyst for innovation. Participation in this event is a great way to gain exposure and network in the local business community. (Each session will have approximately 20-100 people.)

Please fill out the information below and submit to Benchmark Learning Conference Committee via email (techfuse@benchmarklearning.com) or fax (952.896.9728 Attn: Corey Olson) by February 10, 2012.  

Please indicate which track(s) are most appropriate for your proposed session(s):

☐ Cloud Roadmaps & Overviews				☐ Private Cloud / Virtualization
☐ Preparing for the Cloud					☐ Platform as a Service
☐ Software as a Service					

Proposed tracks* for this year’s conference include:
· Cloud Roadmaps & Overviews
·     Sample topics: Office 365 – SharePoint, Platform as a Service, Private Cloud, Cloud      Chalk Talk for Executives
· Preparing for the Cloud
·     Sample topics: Cloud Architecture, Security, Leadership, Ground to Cloud
· Software as a Service
·     Lync Online, SharePoint Online, Exchange Online
· Private Cloud / Virtualization
·     Hyper-V, App-V, System Center 2012
· Platform as a Service
·     Azure, SQL Azure, App-Fabric, Developer Experience in the Cloud


*These tracks are subject to change. We are accepting any topic relevant for our proposed tracks. We will choose the best sessions and adjust the track titles if necessary in the interest of the attendee experience. 
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Day 2 
TechFuse Conference

Apply to speak at the 5th annual TechFuse Conference. TechFuse has sold out two consecutive years and provides speakers an opportunity to educate, inform and build connections in our local IT community. (Each session will have approximately 20-100 people.) 

Please fill out the information below and submit to Benchmark Learning Conference Committee via email (techfuse@benchmarklearning.com) or fax (952.896.9728 Attn: Corey Olson) by February 10, 2012.  

Please indicate which track(s) are most appropriate for your proposed session(s):
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☐ System Center	
☐ Infrastructure	
☐ Virtualization
☐ Developer	
☐ SharePoint	
☐ Professional Development
☐ SQL/ Business Intelligence
	


Proposed tracks* for this year’s conference include:
· System Center
· Sample topics: SCOM, SCCM, SCDPM, PowerShell v2, 2012
· Infrastructure
· Sample topics: Windows Server 08 R2, Cisco , Exchange 2010, Windows 7
· Virtualization
· Sample topics: Hyper-V R2, SCVMM R2, Citrix
· Developer
· Sample topics: jQuery, Expression, .NET (C#, VB, ASP, etc.), HTML5
· SharePoint
· Sample topics: Workflow, Data, No-Code
· Professional Development
· Sample topics: ITIL, PM, IT Leadership, Communication
· SQL / Business Intelligence
· Sample topics: BI with PowerPivot, Plan Cache, Monitoring/ Tuning, SQL Server 2012

*These tracks are subject to change. We are accepting any topic relevant for our proposed tracks. We will choose the best sessions and adjust the track titles if necessary in the interest of the attendee experience. The session is intended to be educational and not a product/sales pitch.

SPEAKER APPLICATION

Speaker’s Name: Click here to enter text.
Which conference are you applying for:	Cloud:  ☐          TechFuse:  ☐

Session Title:   _______________                      

Session Description (maximum of 100 words). All sessions will be 1 hour, 15 minutes long. If you scan or fax this document to us, please also send an electronic text version of your session description:
 

Target Audience:  _______________

Please indicate the session’s level of difficulty (please choose one): 


☐ 100–Beginner, no experience	
☐ 200–Intermediate, some practical   experience


☐ 300–Advanced  
☐ 400–Expert	



Also, provide a brief description of the level of experience needed (example: Someone who uses ITIL concepts on a daily basis would benefit from this session).

Click here to enter text.


*Note: We will provide the following for all speakers: LCD projector, screen, wireless lavaliere microphone, wired internet connection, table for your laptop (separate from the projector table). Any additional set-up must be requested by 4/13/2012 and the cost will be billed to the speaker’s company by the Minneapolis Convention Center.






Email Address:   _______________

Company Name:   _______________

Company Website:   _______________

Cell Phone (to be reached on the day of the conference, if needed):   _______________

Speaker biography (maximum of 100 words):
 


Public Speaking Experience:   _______________


[bookmark: _GoBack]By signing this agreement form, you are agreeing to deliver the session described above at the TechFuse 2012 Conference on May 16-17, 2012 if your topic is selected. You agree that you are aware of the deadlines that are listed on the following page. 

            	                                                                   _______________
                                                            Signature 				         Date
Terms and Conditions 
By signing this agreement, you are acknowledging that you have authorization to commit yourself to this event and must meet all deadlines and attend and present your session on the date and time specified in your confirmation.  The speaker assumes the entire responsibility and liability for losses, damages, and claims arising out of speaker’s activities on the hotel premises and will indemnify, defend and hold harmless the hotel and Benchmark Learning and employees from any and all such losses, damages, and claims. 

The performance of this agreement by either party is subject to acts of God, war, government regulation, disaster, strikes, civil disorders, curtailment of transportation facilities, or other emergencies making it inadvisable, illegal or impossible to provide facilities or to hold the event. Benchmark Learning also retains the right to ask speakers for full disclosure of any session activities.


SPEAKER DEADLINES
May 16-17, 2012 | Minneapolis Convention Center | www.techfusemn.com

Please retain this list of deadlines for your records. We ask for promptness in submitting the required materials in order to ensure a successful event. 
February
February 10 – Speaker Application due to TechFuse committee (techfuse@benchmarklearning.com) (Applicants notified of final selection.) 

April
April/May – Prepare your slideshow, demonstration and optional handouts.
Note: You are responsible for the printing of any handouts or supplementary materials you wish to provide (recommended*). Attendees will be provided with an electronic version of your presentation following the conference. We will collect your presentation via USB at TechFuse.

May
May 16-17 – Conference

*In past years attendees have noted that the most impactful and remembered sessions gave handouts.

Please contact us with any questions at 
techfuse@benchmarklearning.com or 952.896.6800.
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